
Work Session

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Norfolk, Nebraska, held a work session in the City 
Council Chambers, 309 North 5th Street, Norfolk, Nebraska, on Monday, September 21, 2020, 
beginning at 12:00 p.m.

Mayor Josh Moenning called the meeting to order.

Roll call found the following present: Mayor Josh Moenning and Councilmembers Gary L. 
Jackson, Jim Lange, Thad Murren, Dick Pfeil and Fred Wiebelhaus. Absent: Shane Clausen, 
Corey Granquist and Rob Merrill.

Staff members present were City Administrator Andy Colvin, City Clerk Brianna Duerst, Risk 
Manager Lyle Lutt, City Planner Val Grimes, Chief of Police Don Miller and Public Safety 
Director Shane Weidner.

City Administrator Andrew Colvin said the meeting is being held to discuss the possibility of 
allowing golf carts on City streets. Golf carts would need to be added to City code as they are 
structured differently by State Statute than UTVs that have recently been allowed on City streets 
if registered. Colvin said staff is looking for direction on moving forward with a draft ordinance.

Police Chief Don Miller said UTVs and golf carts are under separate sections of State Statute. 
Statutory conversation and safety issue. Under State Statute, there are two options 1) Allow golf 
carts on city streets that are immediately adjacent to existing golf courses. Requirements are that 
the driver must be licensed and have liability insurance. 2) Allow on city streets other than 
immediately adjacent to golf courses. Additional regulations: only allowed from sunrise to 
sunset; can only be operated at a maximum speed of 20 mph; and are only allowed on streets 
with a speed limit of 35mph or less. Miller said he would have several additional regulations to 
add to the ordinance to get it to a point he would be comfortable with. 

Molly Meysenburg and Luke Kruse, Cruise Custom Golf Cars, discussed their business and the 
different features of the Club cars their business sells. Meysenburg said their main business is 
selling fully equipped personal transportation vehicles that are street legal and built to meet or 
exceed safety features to include LED headlights, brake lights, horns, hazard lights, turn signals 
and stability bars. Features that can be added include grab handles, armrests and enclosures. 
Feels groups in Norfolk would benefit from the ability to utilize golf carts within the City, 
notably elderly citizens and families. Meysenburg noted communities like Battle Creek, Tilden, 
Hoskins and Ralston that allow golf cars on city streets and presented a letter from their 
insurance agent indicating golf cars on city streets would not be a liability risk. The Club cars 
they sell are designed to be used on roadways are classified as PTVs (Personal Transportation 
Vehicles).

Wiebelhaus noted the ordinance would need to be all-encompassing and couldn’t specify just 
Club cars. Meysenburg said their suggestions would be to require golf carts have safety features 
similar to the Club cars. 

Moenning asked what percentage of sales for are for non-golf use. Kruse said more than 50% of 
sales are for street use and sell in Gretna, Bennington and Hickman. Moenning asked about 
accidents or conflicts with cars. Kruse said the Club Cars are built very safely and with a stability 
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bar but do not have seat belts. Kruse further discussed occupancy of two to six. Jackson noted 
State statute allows for a maximum of four occupants.

Miller said that in the State of Nebraska there are statutory guidelines for Personal 
Transportation Vehicles. Would need to look at the definition and guidelines of golf cars relating 
to maximum weights, speed and capacity. To be considered street legal, while lighting is one 
piece to be considered, there are several other requirements. The golf car vehicles don’t fit the 
definition of street legal as most people consider. 

Moenning asked about City streets with speed limits no more than 35 mph. Miller said 
residential neighborhoods are 25 mph unless marked. Anything considered a thoroughfare would 
be 30-35 mph, and Downtown District is 25 mph.

Wiebelhaus asked about making the city ordinance be more restrictive than state statute. Miller 
said the city would be allowed to do anything more restrictive that it deems appropriate. Miller 
noted the city’s UTV ordinance has many more restrictions that were added primarily for safety 
purposes that were beyond the statutory guidelines. 

Lange said he questioned allowing UTVs on city streets, asked if golf carts on city streets was an 
issue currently and feels this “opens up a can of worms.” Miller said the Police Department sees 
golf carts on streets around the golf course with little problem. Miller said it would be difficult to 
add the necessary safety features on a lot of golf carts and said the overhead pieces are not 
designed for rollover protection. There are many things golf carts don’t have that the UTVs do 
have. Miller further stressed his concern over the safety and said golf carts would potentially 
interfere with travel. Lange pointed out the towns mentioned that allow golf carts on city streets 
are considerably smaller than Norfolk. 

Moenning asked if there are any other first class cities in Nebraska that currently allow golf carts 
on city streets. Miller said he is not aware of any other first class cities that allow golf cars on 
city streets. 

Pfeil said he has concerns over the speed and safety as there are no seatbelts or rollover 
protection. 

Moenning discussed limiting usage to neighborhoods with solely slow moving traffic and what 
safety features elected officials would want to see. Moenning said the discussion was opened 
when UTVs were allowed on city streets and noted golf carts could be even more limited in the 
community than the UTVs. 

Public Safety Director Shane Weidner said that Public Safety is against golf carts on city streets. 
Continued expansion of allowing different types of vehicles on city streets concerns Weidner. 
“When do you start and stop?” ATVs currently not allowed, but there is concern the issue would 
be brought up again. Weidner also expressed concern with slower moving vehicles on streets 
with higher speed limits. 

Jackson discussed allowing on city streets with speed limits less than 25 mph. 

Wiebelhaus asked the number of UTVs registered in the City and about any enforcement action. 
Miller said there are approximately 75 UTVs registered in the City. Enforcement action taken 
has been on UTVs that were not registered and didn’t have the proper safety equipment. 
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Moenning said that although state allows on streets with speed limits 35 mph or less, he feels 
there is no need to allow on streets with a speed limit greater than 25 mph as the maximum speed 
allowed for golf carts is 20 mph. Moenning said his suggestion would be to have a subcommittee 
meeting to look at specific issues. 

Miller said he has been working with the City Attorney’s office to begin drafting a proposed 
ordinance. 

Colvin said the direction staff is looking for is do elected officials want staff to continue working 
on an ordinance to bring forward for action? Colvin noted the details can be discussed at a 
subcommittee meeting. 

Jackson moved, seconded by Wiebelhaus to move the discussion forward to a subcommittee and 
to have staff continue working on a draft ordinance.

Roll Call: Ayes: Jackson and Wiebelhaus. Nays: Lange, Murren and Pfeil. Absent: Clausen, 
Granquist and Merrill. Motion failed.

There being no further business, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 12:46 p.m.

__________________________
Josh Moenning
Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________
Brianna Duerst
City Clerk

( S E A L )
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