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Library Hours

Contact Us

Find us on

9 a.m.- 8 p.m. Monday-Thursday

402-844-2100

FB: @NorfolkPublicLibraryNE

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday & Saturday

www.norfolkne.gov/library

Instagram: @NPLreads

1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Sunday

Winter Reading Challenge

Sign up December 15 - February 1
Challenge runs December 15 - March 11
We kicked off our Winter Reading Challenge on December 15th.
The challenge: read one book from each of the 10 categories.
How it works:
Register and receive your reading log. Track your progress as
you go. Prizes at book 5 and book 10! Once you’ve read your first
5 books, stop by the service desk with your record sheet for your
prize. At book 10, visit us again for another reward.
The deadline to accept the challenge is February 1. The reading
challenge runs through March 11.
Ready to join? Sign up at the library or on our website in the
calendar section.

What’s New?

Digital Library

Hellos and Goodbyes

Did you know that you have thousands of books, music,

2022 is ushering in some changes in
staff and their responsibilities. At the
end of December, long-time NPL
staff member Doug Collier retired.
Doug has served our NPL community since 1988. We will miss his
knowledge and humor and wish him
an enjoyable retirement.
There’s a new face around the
library. Amy Okamoto is our new
Marketing and Events Assistant. She
will be helping to spread the message about library programs and
events as well as working at our
service desk.
You may notice some familiar faces
in new places as well. Nikki
Leuthold, formerly of Youth Services,
is moving to our Circulation department. Emily Edmisten is now part of
Youth Services, joining our current
team of Karen Drevo and Jessie
Roberts. Lastly, Emily Hilkemann
will be working with Patron Services
and Tech Services, helping to keep
our collection top notch.

Not just books

and magazines right at your fingertips? Your library card
gives you access to our online resources, which include so
much more than just books. Search collections such as the
Chilton Auto Library Edition and Consumer Reports,
research your family tree, or find test preparation tools for
the ACT and SAT. Tune up your career skills with any of
the thousands of courses in LinkedIn Learning (formerly
Lynda.com). Visit our website and click on “Digital Library”
to discover all of the resources available to you.

Read-alikes

Suggestions for you
Looking for something new to read but not sure what to try?
We’ve compiled a list of read-alikes for our most popular
authors and titles. Want personalized recommendations?

Try out our “Custom Reads” service available online under
“Readers Corner” or at the service desk.
If you liked A Time for Mercy by John Grisham, try:
A Nearly Normal Family by M.T. Edvardsson
While Justice Sleeps by Stacey Abrams
The Holdout by Graham Moore
If you liked The Return by Nicholas Sparks, try:
Message in the Sand by Hannah McKinnon
Love Comes Home by Ann Gabhart
The Story of Arthur Truluv by Elizabeth Berg
If you like All That Glitters by Danielle Steel, try:
A Girl’s Guide to Moving On by Debbie Macomber
Sunrise at Half Moon Bay by Robyn Carr
Young Jane Young by Gabrielle Zevin
Authors
If you like James Patterson, try:
Jeffery Deaver
Jonathan Kellerman
Tess Gerritsen

If you like Danielle Steel, try:
Barbara Delinsky

Coming Soon Titles

How to search for books on order
Wondering if we will be getting a particular title? There’s a simple way to search our library catalog to
learn what’s on order for adult print titles. Here’s how: In the library catalog search, type “on order” in
the search field. Be sure to include the quotation marks around the words. The search will return a
list of all items on order that have not yet been received or cataloged. You can do this search on our
website catalog or at the library using one of our catalog computers.

Most Popular

NPL’s most popular titles and
authors
The results are in! Here is the list of our most

popular authors and titles in 2020-21 based
on number of checkouts.

2020-2021 Most Popular New Books at NPL
Adult Titles
A Time for Mercy by John Grisham
All That Glitters by Danielle Steel
The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
Deadly Cross by James Patterson
The Russian by James Patterson

Adult Authors
James Patterson
Danielle Steel
John Grisham
Kristin Hannah
Stuart Woods

Young Adult Titles
Paul, Big, and Small by David Glen Robb
My Hero Academia Vol 25 by Kohei Horikoshi
Fangirl 1 by Sam Maggs

Young Adult Authors
Kohei Horikoshi
Kaiu Shirai
Greg Pak

Children’s Titles
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Deep End by Jeff Kinney
Battle of the Bodkins by Lincoln Peirce
Dog Man: Mothering Heights by Dav Pilkey

Children’s Authors
Jim Whiting
Michael Dahl
Jake Maddox

Upcoming Programs

Book Clubs

Benefits beyond entertainment
Do you love to read? Consider joining one of our book clubs. There are many benefits to joining a
book club that go beyond our joy in talking about a good book. Book clubs give us the opportunity
to connect with our community and form new relationships. Group discussions provide us with different perspectives which can help us appreciate and evaluate the literature in a new light. Book
clubs challenge us to think critically about literature, providing deeper engagement.
For younger readers, book clubs help foster a love for reading. They improve literacy and vocabulary and give youth an opportunity to discover genres that appeal to them.
NPL has five book clubs for adults and youth. Each book club is unique and led by one of our
staff. Our book clubs meet monthly, and newcomers are always welcome.
TUESDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB
For adults, contact Jessica at 402-844-2100 or jchamberlain@norfolkne.gov for more information.
WEDNESDAY MORNING BOOK CLUB
For adults, contact Karen at 402-844-2100 or kdrevo@norfolkne.gov for more information.
20s & 30s BOOK CLUB
This book club is designed for those in their 20s and 30s. Please contact Anneka at 402-8442100 or aramirez@norfolkne.gov for more information.

YOUNG ADULT BOOK CLUB
Young Adult Book Club is for any teenager who loves to read and talk about books. Group members select what books they want to read. Contact Jessie in the Youth Services Department at
402-844-2100 or jroberts@norfolkne.gov for more information.
GOLDEN SOWER BOOK CLUB
This is a book club for ages 8-12 whose reading selections come from titles
nominated for the Golden Sower Award, Nebraska’s Children’s Choice Literary
Award. Contact Jessie in the Youth Services Department at 402-844-2100 or
jroberts@norfolkne.gov for more information.

Children’s Craft kits To-Go

Do you want to build a snowman?

Pick Up Date: January 14, 2022 (while supplies last)
This month’s cool craft for kids is a snowman. Each kit
contains materials for one complete craft. Glue is required but
not included. Kits are available inside the library or at the driveup service window.
Please limit quantities to the needs of your family.

Classic Poetry
Winter

Valentine workshop
Upcoming laser cutter
project

By Walter de la Mare

Date: January 24, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Clouded with snow
The cold winds blow,
And shrill on leafless bough
The robin with its burning breast
Alone sings now.

Our wooden ornament workshop was in
such demand, we are planning another
themed laser cutter workshop.

The rayless sun,
Day's journey done,
Sheds its last ebbing light
On fields in leagues of beauty spread
Unearthly white.
Thick draws the dark,
And spark by spark,
The frost-fires kindle, and soon
Over that sea of frozen foam
Floats the white moon.

This project will be valentine keychains.
No previous experience or maker space
certification is needed.
Class size will
be limited and
registration will
be required.
Watch our
online event calendar and our
social media for
details about
the workshop.

Check It Out!

Winter Picks

Custom Reads

Made-to-order reading lists
Get a custom reading list created just for you! Fill out our "Custom
Reads" form with information about what kinds of books you're interested

Children’s

in. Library staff will then prepare a list of reading recommendations tai-

Animals in Wnter by Henrietta
Bancroft

online under our “Readers Corner.”

lored just for you! The “Custom Reads” form is available at the library or

The Shortest Day by Susan
Cooper

Monthly Programs

Winter is Here by Kevin
Henkes

KNOT JUST KNITTERS: Saturdays, January 15 and 29 at 2:30

The Long Winter by Laura
Ingalls Wilder

Adult Fiction
The Snow Child by Eowyn
Ivey
Winter in Sokcho by Élisa
Shuab Dusapin
Snow, Glass, Apples by Neil
Gaiman

p.m. This is a group for knitting and crocheting enthusiasts of
all ages and experience levels. Bring a project to work on
and enjoy learning from each other and making new friends. Newcomers
are always welcome. Contact Karen at 402-844-2100 or kdrevo@norfolkne.gov for more information. Meets in Meeting Room A.

CREATIVE COLORING: Enjoy an hour of relaxing coloring every Monday at 2:00
p.m. The library provides coloring pencils and lots of coloring pages and
books. Newcomers are always welcome. Meets in Meeting Room A.

WRITING LAB: January 22 at 1:30 p.m. For adults and teens, please contact
Anneka at 402-844-2100 or aramirez@norfolkne.gov for more information.
Newcomers are always welcome. This is a fun and safe space for writers to
explore their craft. Meets in Meeting Room C.

TUESDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB: January 25 at 6:30 p.m. For adults, contact Jessica
New Year, New You
Changeology : 5 Steps to Realizing Your Goals and Resolutions by John C. Norcross
Cluttered Mess to Organized
Success Workbook by
Cassandra Aarssen
Eat Better, Feel Better : My
Recipes for Wellness and
Healing, Inside and Out by
Giada De Laurentiis
Younger Next Year [Turn
Back Your Biological Clock] :
The Exercise Program by
Chris Crowley

at 402-844-2100 or jchamberlain@norfolkne.gov for more information.
Newcomers are always welcome. This month’s book is A Week in Winter
by Maeve Binchy.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BOOK CLUB: January 26 at 10:00 a.m. For adults, contact
Karen at 402-844-2100 or kdrevo@norfolkne.gov for more information.
Newcomers are always welcome. Meets in Meeting Room A. This month’s
book is We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia Hunter.

20s & 30s BOOK CLUB: January 18 at 6:30 p.m.

This book club is designed for

those in their 20s and 30s. Please contact Anneka at 402-844- 2100 or aramirez@norfolkne.gov for more information. Newcomers are always welcome. This month’s book is Breath: The New Science of a Lost Art by
James Nestor.

“Books are a uniquely portable magic.” - Stephe

Reading Recommendations
Looking for your next book?

Check out our reading recommendations table near the front entry. It is stocked with
reading lists, suggestions, and the monthly BookPage magazine. On our website, log
into Novelist with your library card number for recommendations and reading lists.
Use the “appeal mixer” to create lists based on what you are looking for in a book or
search for read-alikes based on your favorite books or authors.

Youth Programs
STORYTIME: Infants through age 8 are invited to enjoy a fun combination of books, songs, Spanish language experiences, storytelling, finger plays, poems, puppets, and creative early language and literacy activities on
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. and Fridays at 10:00 a.m. Storytime is a great introduction to library visits and literary
experiences. Meets in the Children’s Activity Room. (Please note: Starts February 3rd. There will be no
Storytime in January.)

YOUNG ADULT BOOK CLUB: Saturday, January 8, at 2:30 p.m. Young Adult Book Club is for any teenager who loves
to read and talk about books. Group members select what books they want to read. Newcomers are always
welcome. Contact Jessie in the Youth Services Department at 402-844-2100 or jroberts@norfolkne.gov for
more information. This month’s book is The Book Thief by Markus Zusak. Meets in the Children’s Activity Room.

LEGO® CLUB: Monday, January 3, from 3:45-5:00 p.m. For those in kindergarten through 6th grade, this is a fun
and creative opportunity to build imaginative, new projects using the library’s LEGO® collection. Meets in the
Children’s Activity Room.

GOLDEN SOWER BOOK CLUB: Monday, January 31, at 4:00 p.m. This is a book club for ages 8-12 whose reading selections come from titles nominated for the Golden Sower Award, Nebraska’s Children’s Choice Literary Award.
All books are provided by the library, and newcomers are always welcome. Contact Jessie in the Youth Services Department at 402-844-2100 or jroberts@norfolkne.gov for more information. This month’s book is From
the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks. Meets in the Children’s Activity Room.

1,000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN:

Reading 1,000 books to your child before kindergarten is a fun and rewarding

way to instill an early love of reading. Any child from birth until kindergarten can participate. Completion will take
from a few months to a few years, depending on how often you read. The program is designed to equip parents
with the tools needed to instill a love of reading, introduce the skills to get ready to read and generate an appreciation of the library. Earn free books along the way. The concept is simple, but the rewards are priceless!

en King, On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft

Save The Date
Program Notes: Remember that registration for the Winter Reading Challenge
is ongoing all month. It’s a great time to join a book club! We have five ongoing clubs
that meet monthly. Please note that children’s Storytime will return in February.

January 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 Happy New
Year!

Library Closed

2

9

3

4

5

6

23

2:30pm Young
Adult Book Club

3:45pm LEGO
Club

2pm Movie:
Nomadland

10

11

12

13

18

2pm Creative
Coloring

6:30pm 20/30
Book Club

24

25

2pm Creative
Coloring

14

15

Kids Craft Kits-To 2:30pm Knot Just
-Go Pickup
Knitters

17

5:30pm Laser
Cutter Class

30

8

2pm Creative
Coloring

2pm Creative
Coloring

16

7

19

20

21

22
1:30pm Writing
Lab

26

6:30pm Tuesday 10am WednesNight Book Club day Morning
Book Club

27

28

29
2:30pm Knot Just
Knitters

31
2pm Creative
Coloring
4pm Golden
Sower Book Club

Scheduled programs could change due to circumstances beyond our control.

