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The Planning Commission Chair informed the public about the location of the current copy of 

the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room and accessible to members of the public. 

REGULAR MEETING 

Planning Commission-Council Chambers 

May 3, 2011 

 

The Norfolk Planning Commission of the City of Norfolk conducted a public meeting in the City 

Council Chambers, 309 Madison Avenue, on the 3rd day of May, 2011. 

 

Chair Snodgrass called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.  The following members answered roll 

call:  Davis, Adams, Grimes, Lundy, Ohl, Boyer, Milander and Murren.  

 

Staff Present:  Scott Cordes and Faythe Petersen. 

 

Commissioner Ohl moved and Boyer seconded to approve the May 3, 2011 agenda. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Grimes, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Boyer, Milander and Murren  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:       Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Lundy moved and Grimes seconded to approve the February 8, 2011 minutes.  

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Grimes, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Boyer, Milander and Murren  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:       Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS (5) 
Public hearing at the request of W. Theisen Grading & Equipment Co. for a Conditional Use Permit for 

storage of concrete, asphalt and bricks ¼ West of 844
th
 Road and 558

th
 Avenue. 

Chair Snodgrass opened the hearing at 7:31 a.m. and asked for anyone in favor of the permit to speak. 

 

Wade Theisen, owner of W. Theisen Grading & Equipment Co., said that he is asking permission to store 

bricks, concrete and asphalt that is from a demolition.  He will obtain the appropriate permits, including 

all required DEQ permits.  It is a temporary permit request for aggregate.  He believes the project will 

take two years and the product will be used as fill for any road construction in the area.  He also will 

maintain the gravel road in front of the storage area.   

 

There were no other questions or discussion and Chair Snodgrass closed the hearing at 7:33 a.m. for 

discussion. 
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The commissioners discussed several conditions to be placed on the permit to include:  compliance 

w/DEQ regulations;  in the event that the operation ceases to continue, the permit holder and property 

owner shall be responsible for cleanup of the property and removal of all debris; the days hours of 

operation shall be Monday through Saturday, 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;  the permit shall be for a period of 

five years; piles shall be separated by product to the greatest extent possible; and the permit holder shall 

maintain the gravel road running in front of the operation. 

 

Commissioner Ohl moved and Grimes seconded to table the request of W. Theisen Grading & Equipment 

Co. for a Conditional Use Permit for storage of concrete, asphalt and bricks ¼ West of 844
th
 Road and 

558
th
 Avenue. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Grimes, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Boyer, Milander and Murren  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:       Motion carried. 
 

Public hearing to consider the feasibility of amending the present comprehensive plan at  305 N.  37
th
 

Street from high density residential to commercial. 

Public hearing at the request of James R. Galyen for a zoning change from R-3 (Multiple  Family 

Residential District) to C-1 (Local Business District) at 305 N. 37
th
 Street. 

Chair Snodgrass opened the hearings at 7:45 a.m. and asked for anyone in favor of the zone change to 

speak. 

 

Jeff Galyen, representing Jim Galyen, M.D., said his brother and his wife are requesting the zone change 

to open a medical clinic in the old school building.  They won’t be using the entire building, but 

approximately 2/3 of the property. 

 

Dan Wilson, resident, questioned the other uses that C-1 would allow, such as a liquor store or cocktail 

lounge. 

 

There was discussion to request an O-D zoning, but Mr. Galyen felt that would limit their retail sales 

ability at the clinic.  He said the sale is contingent on the rezoning of the property and did not want to 

prolong the zoning discussion.  He said he wanted to proceed with the C-1 request.  He feels that C-1 fits 

the neighborhood. 

 

Commissioners Snodgrass, Davis and Murren all commented that the C-1 zoning was appropriate for the 

area. 

 

Chair Snodgrass closed the hearing at 7:59 a.m. 

 

Commissioner Ohl moved and Milander seconded to recommend approval of the comp plan change from 

high density residential to commercial at 305 N. 37
th
 Street. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Grimes, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Boyer, Milander and Murren  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:       Motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Murren moved and Davis seconded to recommend approval of a zone change from R-3 to 

C-1 at 305 N. 37
th
. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Grimes, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Boyer, Milander and Murren  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:       Motion carried. 



Public hearing to consider the feasibility of amending the present comprehensive plan on  Sherwood 

Road, ¼ mile West of 1
st
 Street from industrial and Elkhorn River Corridor to rural residential. 

Public hearing at the request of Elkhorn Construction Co.-Paul Medelman for a zoning change from I-1 

(Light Industrial District) to R-R (Rural Residential District) on Sherwood Road, ¼ mile  West of 1
st
 

Street. 

Chair Snodgrass opened the hearings at 8:01 a.m. and asked for anyone in favor of the zone change to 

speak. 

 

Dick Johnson, representing Elkhorn Construction Co., said this is in the southwest quarter of the 

southeast quarter of Section 3 and that quarrying is complete on this parcel.  The owner wants to develop 

it residentially.  They plan on 1 acre lots with city sewer however if city sewer is unavailable, they will 

enlarge to 3 acres to provide for septic systems. 

 

Don Kahler, 405 Sherwood, testified that he is neither for nor against the rezone but questioned access 

and the development. 

 

Other neighbors questioned front yard set-backs and if they will be required to hook into the sewer if it is 

brought to this development. 

 

Snodgrass closed the hearings at 8:21 for discussion and action. 

 

Commissioner Murren moved and Milander seconded to recommend approval of the comp plan change 

from industrial and Elkhorn River Corridor to rural residential. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Grimes, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Boyer, Milander and Murren  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:       Motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Ohl moved and Lundy seconded to recommend approval of the zone change from I-1 to R-

R on Sherwood Road, ¼ mile west of 1
st
 Street. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Grimes, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Boyer, Milander and Murren  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:       Motion carried. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Scott Cordes gave a brief overview of the January, February and March building permit reports.  

He also stated that there are no new large projects that have come into the office. 

 

There was no other business and Snodgrass made the motion and Davis seconded to adjourn. All 

commissioners present voting in the affirmative. 

 

Adjourned at 8:21 a.m. 

 

 

Faythe Petersen, Secretary/Norfolk Planning Commission 




