
City of Norfolk 
 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
402 844-2050 701 KOENIGSTEIN AVENUE   
402-644-8748 FAX  

 
The Planning Commission Chair informed the public about the location of the current copy of 

the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room and accessible to members of the public. 

REGULAR MEETING 

Planning Commission-Council Chambers 

September 5, 2012 

 

The Norfolk Planning Commission of the City of Norfolk conducted a public meeting in the 

City Council Chambers, 309 Madison Avenue, on the 5th day of September, 2012. 

 

Chair Snodgrass called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.  The following members answered roll 

call:  Davis, Adams, Lundy, Ohl, Milander, and  Boyer. 

 

Staff Present:  Trent Howard and Faythe Petersen. 

 

Items 8 and 9 were pulled at the request of the engineer. 

 

Commissioner Lundy moved and Adams seconded to approve the amended September 5, 2012 

agenda. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Milander, and Boyer  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:  Beckman and Murren   Motion carried. 

 

Boyer moved and Milander seconded to approve the August 21, 2012 minutes.  

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Milander, and Boyer  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:  Beckman and Murren   Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public hearing to amend the Comprehensive Plan at 915 S. Pine Street from parks and 

recreation to industrial. 

Public hearing at the request of John and Karen Dopheide for a zone change from R-1 (Single 

Family Residential District) to I-1 (Light Industrial District) at 915 S. Pine Street. 

Chair Snodgrass opened both hearings at 7:32 a.m. and asked for anyone in favor of the zone 

change to speak. 

 

John Dopheide, applicant, said they are requesting the zone change in order to build their office 

on Lot 2.  This lot currently has a basement home on it and they want to convert it to their 

office. 

They are requesting I-1 since their Lot 4 is currently zoned I-1 and it would abutt these 
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properties. 

 

Lyle Larsen, 901 S. Birch, said he is concerned what else can go there if they zone industrial.  

Although they're adding their office building on one lot, what do they plan for the other lots or 

if they move off the property.  They don't want a shredder or compacter on the property which 

would be allowed with the industrial zoning.  Mr. Dopheide said there are no plans for a 

shredder.  They want the office so customers can come to them and the office would provide 

facilities for their employees. 

 

Judy Nickols, 905 S. Birch, has no opposition to the office building but is fearful what else 

could move in with the industrial zoning. 

 

Becky Wolf, 902 S. Pine, is also fearful they would have to pave the street and install sidewalks 

in the area. 

 

Chair Snodgrass closed both hearings at 7:45 for discussion and action. 

 

The commissioners were in agreement that the jump from residential to industrial was too much 

and asked that a better solution be found.  They discussed amending the request to commercial 

but questioned why all 4 lots were being re-zoned 

 

Commissioner Ohl moved and Davis seconded to table the request to amend the Comprehensive 

Plan from Parks and Recreation to industrial at 915 S. Pine at the request of John and Karen 

Dopheide.  

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Milander, and Boyer  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:  Beckman and Murren   Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Ohl moved and Davis seconded to table the request to rezone the property at 915 

S. Pine Street from R-1 to I-1 requested by John and Karen Dopheide. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Milander, and Boyer  

 

NAY:  ABSENT:  Beckman and Murren   Motion carried. 

 

Public hearing at the request of Brian Gibbs for a Conditional Use Permit for inside climate 

controlled household storage at 1500 Riverside Blvd. 

Chair Snodgrass opened the hearing at 8:02 a.m. and asked for anyone in favor of the permit to 

speak. 

 

Brian Gibbs, applicant said he intends to remodel the old furniture store building to a climate 

controlled indoor multiple storage facility.  He plans on structuring the units to 5 x 10 and 10 x 

10 units.  The facility would be strictly for household goods and the hours of the facility would 

be controlled as would access.  He doesn't plan on building onto the existing structure and will 

landscape the lot and clean up the parking lot.  There will be camera security and a sprinkler 

system. 

 

Chair Snodgrass closed the hearing at 8:11 a.m. for discussion of conditions. 



 

The commissioners asked the conditions include no outdoor storage, no storage of hazardous 

materials, and that the permit shall be perpetual and a personal privilege. 

 

Commissioner Milander moved and Davis seconded to table the Conditional Use Permit for 

indoor storage at 1500 Riverside Blvd. 

 

AYE:  Davis, Adams, Lundy, Snodgrass, Ohl, Milander, and Boyer 

 

NAY:  ABSENT:  Beckman and Murren   Motion carried. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

There was no other business and Lundy made the motion and Davis seconded to adjourn. All 

commissioners present voting in the affirmative. 

 

Adjourned at 8:17 a.m. 

 

 

Faythe Petersen, Secretary/Norfolk Planning Commission 




