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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

 

The Norfolk Planning Commission of the City of Norfolk conducted a public meeting in the City Council 

Chambers, 309 N. 5th Street, on the 16th day of March, 2021, beginning at 7:30 a.m. 

 

The Planning Commission Chair, Dan Spray, called the meeting to order and informed the public about the 

location of the current copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room and accessible to members of 

the public. 

 

Roll call found the following Commission Members present:  Dan Spray, Kyle Deets, Melissa Figueroa, Dirk 

Waite (7:31 a.m.), Brandon Franklin, Martin Griffith, Jacob Thone, and Matt Gilmore.  Absent: Mary Hammond. 

 

Staff members present were:  City Planner, Val Grimes; City Engineer, Steven Rames; Jim McKenzie and 

Katelyn Palmer. 

 

Chair Dan Spray presided and the Planning Commission Secretary Elizabeth Lienemann digitally recorded the 

audio of the proceedings. 

 

Current Business 

 

Commissioner Gilmore moved, seconded by Commissioner Thone to approve the full agenda. 

 

Roll Call:  Commission Members:  Ayes:  Spray, Deets, Figueroa, Franklin, Griffith, Thone, and Gilmore.  Nays:  

None.  Absent: Waite and Hammond.  Motion carried (7-0). 

 
 

Commissioner Griffith moved, seconded by Commissioner Deets to approve the March 2, 2021 meeting minutes. 

 

Roll Call:  Commission Members:  Ayes:  Spray, Deets, Figueroa, Franklin, Griffith, Thone, and Gilmore.  Nays:  

None.  Absent: Waite and Hammond.  Motion carried (7-0). 

 
Public Hearing 

 

Public Hearing 

Zoning Change Request from A to R-R 

 ¼ mile east of the intersection at N 49th St and W Eisenhower Avenue – Virginia Raasch 

 

Chair Spray opened the public hearing at 7:31 a.m. to consider a zoning change from A (Agricultural District) to 

R-R (Rural Residential District) on property generally located ¼ mile east of the intersection of North 49th Street 

and West Eisenhower Avenue.  

 

Stephen Karmazin, representing the applicant, explained that the request was related to The Pines Subdivision 

preliminary plat that Commissioners had seen at the March 2nd Planning Commission meeting. He stated that the 

property needed to be rezoned from agricultural to rural residential in order to move forward with the final plat.   
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No one spoke either in favor or in opposition to the request and Chair Spray closed the public hearing at 7:33 a.m.  

 

Chair Spray noted that zoning changes relating to a subdivision are usually presented at the same time as the final 

plat. Planner Grimes explained that if Commissioners voted on the zoning change, it would be held from the City 

Council agenda until the final plat had also gone before the Planning Commission so that both items would be on 

the same City Council agenda.  

 

Commissioner Figueroa asked when the final plat would be presented to Commissioners. Karmazin explained that 

the intent was for it to be finalized in time for the April 6th Planning Commission meeting.  

 

Commissioner Waite moved, seconded by Commissioner Figueroa to table recommendation of a zoning change 

on property generally located ¼ mile east of the intersection of North 49th Street and West Eisenhower Avenue.  

 

Roll Call:  Commission Members:  Ayes:  Spray, Deets, Figueroa, Waite, Franklin, Griffith, Thone, and Gilmore.  

Nays:  None.  Absent: Hammond.  Motion carried (8-0). 

 
 

Waivers 

Sidewalk Waiver 

2612 E. Benjamin Avenue – Erik Wilson 

 

Commissioner Griffith moved, seconded by Commissioner Thone to remove from the table consideration of 

recommendation of a sidewalk waiver requested by Erik Wilson.  

 

Roll Call:  Commission Members:  Ayes:  Spray, Deets, Figueroa, Waite, Franklin, Griffith, Thone, and Gilmore.  

Nays:  None.  Absent: Hammond.  Motion carried (8-0). 

 

City Engineer, Steven Rames, provided a history of the conversation from the March 2nd Planning Commission 

meeting as well as an update from his meeting with the applicant at the property. He explained that the discussion 

was going to be centered on whether or not it should be a trail. After visiting the property, both Rames and Wilson 

agreed that it should be a trail. He suggested Commissioners decide how to achieve this goal. 

 

Two options that were suggested by Engineer Rames included: 

 Deny the waiver and move forward with Wilson ordering the 10’ trail and the City reimbursing him for 

the overage cost 

 Approve the waiver and include conditions for putting together a trail project and to then assess Wilson 

for the trail 

 

Planner Grimes noted that if the waiver was approved, the resolution would need to update the standard condition 

“said temporary waiver is in effect until sidewalks are installed in the abutting area” since there is a trail abutting 

the property.  

 

Erik Wilson, applicant, stated that the project should also go through the Trails Committee. He explained that it 

would be a waste of money to build the sidewalk now if it may be torn up for utilities in the future. He also 

expressed concern that no engineering or study had been done regarding the grades and heights of a trail. Rames 

stated that future water and sewer extensions should not conflict with the sidewalk/trail. 
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Engineer Rames suggested that they could assemble the Trails Committee who could recommend whether or not 

it was an appropriate place for a trail, but the placement makes sense since it is on a major corridor. He also noted 

that it would be an advantage to go through the assessment process because it would include more engineering to 

ensure the trail would be appropriately designed and built.  

 

Chair Spray asked Rames for a reasonable timeframe to keep the project moving forward. Rames stated that they 

should be able to build in 2022 if they could bid the project this fall. He also noted that language could be added 

to the waiver including for the applicant to work with the city to accommodate a trail adjacent to the project and 

agree with the assessment. Chair Spray also recommended adding a condition to have the trail constructed by 

2022. Planner Grimes noted that she could add a two-year time frame to keep the project moving. 

 

Commissioner Griffith inquired whether the item should be tabled since the project had not been reviewed by the 

Trails Committee which was a concern of the applicant. Rames indicated that he could assemble the Trails 

Committee before the City Council meeting on April 5th.   

 

Commissioner Waite moved, seconded by Commissioner Gilmore to approve consideration of recommendation 

of a sidewalk waiver requested by Erik Wilson with the following conditions: 

 Sidewalk must be constructed within a two-year timeframe 

 Applicant will work with the City to put in 10’ trail and agrees to the assessment for his portion  

 

Roll Call:  Commission Members:  Ayes:  Spray, Deets, Figueroa, Waite, Franklin, Griffith, Thone, and Gilmore.  

Nays:  None.  Absent: Hammond.  Motion carried (8-0). 

 
 

Other Business 

 

City Planner Valerie Grimes presented the February 2021 Building Permit Report. 

 

There was no other discussion and Chair Spray declared the meeting adjourned at 7:54 a.m. 

 

 

______________________________________________ 
Elizabeth Lienemann, Norfolk Planning Commission Secretary 

 

 

______________________________________________ 
Dan Spray, Norfolk Planning Commission Chair 




